Black people have already gained their consciousness; they have a sense of their identity, which was lost in the United States. At the time that this was happening, it was very progressive; it was a very good thing. . . . But after people had assimilated that and were reminded of who they were . . . , to maintain that position and not to go any further becomes reactionary. This is what has happened to Stokely
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[Carmichael] and a lot of other people, a lot of other people get hung up culturally in that sense, but Stokely has gotten hung up politically in that sense. There's a false distinction people make between culture and politics, and then after making this false distinction, he confuses culture with politics again. So that it's like an error compounded with an error. ≤ The issue, as it had been from the Panthers' earliest days, was how to make revolution, and among the most controversial of the bpp positions on Such examples might be multiplied; they might well be found within the pages of this collection. This is a matter for the reader to determine. We have brought together in this book an eclectic group of scholars who do not always agree on approach, purpose, or analysis. Our only interest is freshness of perspective, and thus what we o√er here-uniquely, we believe-is innovative work that is diverse in discipline, orientation, and argument, which will at long last begin the process of historicizing, not simply judging, the Black Panthers.
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